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Advertiſement. 


HE author of the following 
Poem, not having had the happi- 
ir of a perſonal acquaintance with 
Mr. Con@REVE, is ſenfible that he 
has drawn his private character very im- 
perfectly. This all his friends will rea- 
dily diſcover : and therefore, if any one 
of them had thought fit to do juſtice to 
thoſe amiable qualifications, which made 
him the love and admiration of all 


that knew him, theſe verſes had never 
en the light. 
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FT has the muſe, with mean attempt, 
- employ'd $ 

heaven - born voice to flatter proſperous 
Bull 


or 


" 
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Or trivial greatneſs : often ſtoop'd her ſong 

| To ſooth ambition in his frantick rage, 

The dire deſtroyer, while a bleeding world 
Wept oer his crimes. Of this pernicious ki . 
Unknowing I, theſe voluntary lays H 
Io genuine Worth deyote; to worth, by all R 


Confeſs*d and mourn'd ; to CoNGREV E ny 


no more. 


Eirſt of the fairer kind! by heaven adorn d 
With every nobler praiſe ; whoſe ſmile can lik 
The Mus E unknown to fame, indulgent noi 
Permit He K ſtrain, ennobled by a name, 
To all the better few, and chief to thee, 


Bright Max LSR O', ever ſacred, ever deat: 
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Lamented Shade ! in him the eomic Maſe, 

arent of gay inſtruction, loſt her lov? d, 

Her laſt remaining hope; and penſive now 

Reſigns to Folly, and his mimic rout, 

„er throne uſurp'd : preſage of darker times, 

And deeper woes to come! with taſte declin'd 

Fallen vertue droops; and o'er th ill· men'd 
age, 

Unſeen, unfear'd, impend the thouſand ills 

That wait on ignorance; no Cox GREVE now 

To ſcourge our crimes, or laugh to ſcorn our 
fools, 


A new and nameleſs herd. Nature was his, 


Bold, ſprightly, various: and ſuperiour Art, 
Curious to chuſe each better grace, unſeen 


"Wb! vulgar eyes; with delicacy free, 
B Tho? 
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Tho' labour'd happy, and tho? ſtrong refin'd, Kot 


Judgment, ſeverely cool, o'erlook'd his toil, Wn 
And patient finiſh'd all : each fair deſign H. 
With freedom regular, correctly great, 1 
A Naſter's skilful daring. Cloſely wrought Or 
His meaning Fable, with deep art perplex'd, 
With ſtriking caſe unravel'd : no thin plot 


Seen thro? at once and ſcorn'd ; or ill conceal 


By borrow'd aids of mimickry and farce. 
His Characters ſtrong-featur*d, equal, juſt, 
From finer nature drawn: and all the mind 
Thro' all her mazes trac d; each darker vice 
And &arling folly, under each diſguiſe, 
By either Sex aſſum'd, of ſtudy'd eaſe, 
Falſe friendſhip, looſe ſeverity, vain wit, 
Dull briskneſs, ſhallow depth, or coward rage. 


of the whole Muſe poſſeſs'd, his piercing eye 
Diſcernd each richer vein of genuine mirth, 
Humour or wit ; where differing, where agreed; 
How counterfeited, or by folly's grin, 
Or affeation's air: and what their force 
To pleaſe, to move, to ſhake the raviſh'd ſcene 
With laughter unreprov'd, To him the Soul, 

d In all her higher workings, too was known: 
What paſſions tumult there ; whence their prompt 


ſpring, 
heir ſudden flood of rage, and gradual fall; 


„ Witnite motion! ſource ſupreme of bliſs, 


Ir woe to man; our heaven, or hell, below! 


Such 


— — 
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Such was his public name; nor leſs allow'd 
His private worth : by nature made for praiſe, 
A pleaſing form ; a ſoul ſincere and clear, 
Where all the human graces mix'd their charms, 
Pure candor, eaſy goodneſs, open truth, 
Spontaneous all: where ſtrength and beauty 

join'd. 


Of envy'd honours : and, but rarely found, 
Th? unjealous friend of every rival-worth. 
Adorn'd for ſocial life : each talent his 


To win each heart ; the charm of happy eaſe, 


| 
| 
With wit indulgent ; humble in the height I 
] 
] 
( 


Free mirth, gay learning, ever-ſmiling wit, 


To 


ä 
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To all endear'd, a pleaſure without pain: 
What HALL IT AX approv'd, and MaxLs 0. 


mourns. 


Not ſo th' illiberal mind, where knowledge 
dwells, 

Uncouth and harſh, with her attendant, Pride, 
Impatient of attention, prone to blame, 
Diſdaining to be pleas'd; condemning all, 
By all condemn'd; for ſocial joys unfit, 
In ſolitude ſelf-curſt, the child of ſpleen. 
Oblig'd, ungrateful ; unoblig'd, a foe ; 
Poor, vitious, old: ſuch fierce-ey'd As ER Was. 
Now meaner CEN us, trivial with deſign, 
Courts poor applauſe by levity of face, 
And ſcorn of ſerious thought; to mifchief 


prompt, 
Tho? 
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Tho? impotent to wound ; profuſe of wealth, 1 
Let friendleſs and unloy*d ; vain, fluttering, falſe: WM 
A vacant head, and an ungenerous heart. 


But ſlighting theſe ignobler names, the Muſe 


Purſues her favourite S oN, and ſees him now, 

From this dim ſpot enlarg'd, triumphant ſoar 

Beyond the walk of Time to better worlds, 

Where all is new, all wonderous, and all bleſt ! 

What art thou, death! by mankind poorly 
fear'd, 

Yet period of their ills. On thy near ſhore, 

Trembling they ſtand, and ſee thro? dreaded 
miſts Wh 

Th' eternal port, irreſolute to leave 
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This various miſery, theſe air-fed dreams 

Which men call life, and fame. Miſtaken 
minds! 

Tis reaſonꝰs prime aſpiring, greatly juſt ; 

'Tis happineſs ſupreme, to venture forth 

In queſt of nobler worlds ; to try the deeps 

Of dark futurity, with HEAVEN our guide, 

Tt unerring Hand that led us fafe thro? 

| time : | 

That planted in the ſoul this powerful hope, 

This infinite ambition of new life, 


And endleſs joys, till riſing, ever new. 


Theſe ConGREVE taſtes, ſafe on th ethe: } 
real coaſt, 
Join'd to the numberleſs, immortal quire 


0 


1 
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Of ſpirits bleſt. High-ſeated among theſe, 

He ſees the public Fathers of mankind, 

The greatly Good, thoſe univerſal Minds, 

Who drew the ſword, or plan'd the holy 

ſcheme, | 

For liberty and right; to cheque the rage 

Of blood-ſtain'd tyranny, and fave a world. 

Such, high-born M ARLBRO', be thy Sire 
divine 

With wonder nam'd; fair freedom's champion 
he, 

By heaven approv'd, a conqueror without 
guilt. | 

And ſuch, on earth his friend, and join'd on 
high 
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1 Seattle * GO DO TY 1 N's gate 
worth, IJ 1 5 _ 
Juſt to his country 's fame, yet of FR wealth 1 
With honour frugal ; above intereſt great. 
Hail men immortal! ſocial VERTUBES haill 
Firſt heirs of praiſe! — But L. with weak eſfay, 


Wrong the ſuperiour theme : while heavenly 

quires, 
In ſtrains high-warbled to celeſtial harps, _ 
Reſound your names; and CON GRE : 's ads 


ded voice 
In heeven exalts what he admir'd below. 


With theſe he mixes, now no more to ſwerve ; 
From reaſon's pureſt la w; no more to pleaſe, 
Borne by the torrent down, a ſenſual age. 
Pardon, loy'd ſhade, that I with friendly blame 


C | 81 ight- 


Or ſhade thy memory (far ſrom my ſoul 
Be that baſe aim) but haply to deter, 


To pleaſe an age, in aimleſs folly ſunk, 
And lliding ſwift i into the depth of VICE. 
Conſuming Pleaſure leads the gay and young 
Thro' their vain round ; and venal Faith the 
old, 
Or Avarice, mean of ſoul : inſtructive arts 
Purſid no more : the general taſte extinQ, 
Or all-debasid ; epen ſacred liberty n 
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| Slight-note thy error ; not to wrong thy worth, 


From flattering the groſs vulgar, future pens, 


Powerful like thine in every grace, and skilbd 
Te vin the liſtening ſoul with vertuous charms, 


If manly thought and wit refin'd may hope | 


of Mr. Congyzys. 19 
8 man's jeſt, al mern welfare 
mes: iv foi edi To iner 
By her degenerate Sans, ih Poets a 
Or fancy's air- built viſion, gaily vain. 
Such the loſt age: yet ſtill the Muſe can find, 


Superiour and apart, a ſacred band, - 


— . 


Heroic vertues, who ne' er bow'd the knee 

To ſordid Intereſt : who dare greatly claim 

The Priviledge of men, unfraring truth, 

And freedom, heaven's firſt gift ; th* ennobling 
bliſs | 

That renders life of price, and cheaply fav'd 

At life's expence ; our ſum of happineſs. 


BY 
pa 


my 


On theſe the drooping Muſes fix their eyes; 

From theſe expect their ancient fame reſtor'd. 

Nor will the hope be vain : the public Weal 

With theirs faſt-link*d : a generous truth conceal'd 


From narrow-thoughted power, and known alone 


To 


Fa 
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To ſouls of * rank. With theſe, the Fair 
Be joĩnꝰd in juſt applauſe ; the brighter few, 
Who rais'd above gay folly, and the whirl 
Of fond amuſements, emulate thy praiſe, 
IIluſtrious M AR L''R ©? ; ; Pleas'd, like _ to 
hides: Lcd 320 

Propi tious.on che Muſe; e charms infpire 
Her nobleſt raptures, and whoſe goodneſs crowns 
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